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County  of  Selkirk. 


TWENTY  THIRD 

Annual  Report 

UPON  THE 


Health  of  the  Population, 


BY  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


19  13. 


TO  THE  CONVENER  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  SELKIRKSHIRE. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  my  twenty-third  annual  report 
on  the  health  of  the  population  of  the  county. 

The  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  with  which 
this  report  is  intended  to  comply  are  printed  on  the  page 
opposite. 

Tables  of  Vital  Statistics  are  now  issued  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  the  district  of  each  local  authority,  and  those  relating 
to  the  administrative  county  are  appended  to  this  report. 

I am, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  J.  OLIVER. 

St  Boswells,  27th  March,  1914. 


a.  A general  account  of  influences  and  conditions  injurious  or  dangerous  to 

the  health  of  the  district,  and  of  the  measures  that  in  his  opinion  should 
be  adopted  for  its  improvement. 

b.  A statement  of  the  general  enquiries  he  has  made  during  the  year,  and  of 

any  special  enquiries  as  to  sanitary  matters. 

c.  A general  statement  of  any  matters  as  to  which  he  has  given  advice  or 

granted  certificates,  including  any  action  as  to  offensive  trades. 

d.  A specific  account  of  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 

1901,  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  in  terms  of  Section  132  of  that 
Act,  together  with  a tabular  statement  in  the  form  issued  by  the  Home 
Office. 

e.  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Acts,  1890  to  1909. 

f An  account  of  any  action  taken  under  the  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Acts. 

g.  An  account  of  the  hospital  accommodation  available  for  persons  suffering 

from  infectious  diseases  (including  the  means  provided  for  the  con- 
veyance of  such  persons),  and  of  the  houses  of  reception,  with 
observations  on  the  furnishing,  maintenance,  administration,  and 
adequacy  of  such  accommodation,  &c. 

h.  An  account  of  the  premises  with  necessary  apparatus  and  attendance 

available  for  the  destruction  or  disinfection  of  infected  articles  (including 
the  means  for  the  conveyance  and  return  of  such  articles),  also  of  other 
processes  of  disinfection  in  use,  with  observations  on  the  adequacy  of 
such  arrangements  and  processes. 

/.  An  account  of  the  action  taken  to  prevent  the  outbreak  and  spread  of 
infectious  disease. 

j.  A statement  as  to  the  causes,  origin,  and  distribution  of  diseases  within  the 

district,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  same  have  depended  on  or  have 
been  influenced  by  conditions  capable  of  removal  or  mitigation. 

k.  A statement  of  the  measures  adopted  for  the  administrative  control  of 

pulmonary  phthisis,  with  recommendations  as  to  any  further  measures 
that  might  usefully  be  put  in  force  by  the  Local  Authority. 

/.  An  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infantile  mortality  in  the  district,  with 
suggestions  for  the  reduction  thereof.  In  districts  where  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act,  1907,  has  been  adopted,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  requested  to  report  on  the  working  of  the  Act  since  its  adoption,  with 
an  account  of  the  measures  taken  and  the  results  thereof. 

m An  account  of  the  arrangements  made  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
Regulations  under  the  Public  Health  (Regulations  as  to  Food)  Act. 
1907,  with  a statement  of  the  action  taken  under  these  Regulations. 

n.  An  account  of  the  arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  meat  at  slaughter- 

houses, shops,  and  elsewhere  throughout  the  district. 

o.  A tabular  statement,  in  such  form  as  the  Local  Government  Board  may 

from  time  to  time  direct,  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the 
district. 


Report  for  the  Year  1913. 


Vital  Statistics 

Population. — The  number  of  the  population  as  ascertained  at 
each  Census  tends  to  vary  and  for  the  purpose  of  calculating 
death  and  other  rates  it  is  customary  in  intervening  years  to  pre- 
pare an  estimate  of  the  population,  which  estimate  is  generally 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  increase  or  decrease  of  the 
population  which  has  been  ascertained  for  the  previous  ten  years 
will  continue  at  about  the  same  rate. 

On  this  assumption  the  population  of  the  county  is  a rising  one, 
and  as  at  the  Census  of  1901  it  was  4086  and  at  the  Census  of 
1911  it  was  4184,  it  should  in  1913  be  4206. 

The  Registrar  General  has  however  adopted  a new  method  of 
estimation,  by  which  the  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  in 
the  whole  country  is  compared  with  the  loss  by  emigration  in 
each  year  In  the  case  of  large  towns  an  estimate  is  thus  pre- 
pared for  each  town,  but  in  the  case  of  smaller  places  a rate  of 
increase  or  decrease  applicable  to  the  country  as  a whole  is 
applied  to  the  population  of  each  place.  That  is  to  say  that  in 
the  case  of  Selkirkshire  it  is  assumed  that  the  rate  of  decrease  is 
the  same  as  in  other  parts  of  Scotland. 

By  this  method  greater  accuracy  will  probably  be  obtained  in 
the  case  of  estimates  of  the  larger  populations  but  in  the  case  of 
some  of  the  smaller  places  the  results  will  be  apt  to  be  peculiar. 
Thus,  although  by  the  experience  of  the  last  ten  years  it  would  be 
thought  that  the  population  of  Selkirkshire  is  increasing  slowly, 
the  Registrar  General’s  new  method  brings  out  a decrease,  and 
the  population  for  1913  is  estimated  at  4057. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered,  when  corrected  for 
transcripts,  was  70,  giving  a birth  rate  of  17.3  per  1000  persons. 

Of  these  6 were  illegitimate,  giving  the  somewhat  high  rate  per 
100  births  of  8.6. 
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Marriages — The  returns  show  that  there  were  12  marriages, 
equivalent  to  3 per  1000  persons. 

Deaths. — 1 he  number  of  deaths,  after  allowing  for  transfers  of 
deaths  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  county,  was  46,  giving  a 
rate  of  11  3 per  1000  persons. 

As  regards  age  at  death,  4 children  of  under  one  year  died, 
giving  a rate  of  57  per  1000  births. 

At  the  other  extreme  of  life,  no  less  than  56.5  of  the  total 
number  were  deaths  of  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards, 
and  nearly  20  per  cent,  had  attained  75  years  and  upwards. 

As  regards  causes  of  death,  the  principal  infectious  diseases 
accounted  for  none.  Phthisis  was  the  cause  of  two,  and  cancer 
of  four.  Pneumonia  and  other  respiratory  diseases  again  this 
year  accounted  for  five  deaths. 

Infectious  Diseases 

The  number  of  cases  notified  under  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act  was  8,  consisting  of  one  case  of  erysipelas  and 
7 of  scarlet  fever.  1 he  fees  payable  for  notification  amount  to  £1. 
In  addition  to  the  above,  3 cases  of  phthisis  were  notified  under 
the  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1912. 

The  relative  prevalency  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  last 
ten  years  is  shown  by  the  table  below  : — 


Disease. 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Smallpox, 

Diphtheria, 

5 

I 

2 

2 

4 

2 

I 

4 

2 

Erysipelas, 

7 

4 

4 

4 

I 

4 

3 

I 

I 

Scai  let  Fever,  - 

8 

12 

4 

4 

l6 

26 

25 

7 

12 

7 

Enteric  Fever, 

I 

I 

I 

Puerperal  Fever, 

Phthisis,  - 

1 

2 

9 

3 

14 

20 

1 1 

10 

25 

29 

3i 

l6 

24 

I I 
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Scarlet  fever  was  prevalent  in  Galashiels  and  four  of  the  seven 
cases  of  that  disease  reported  occurred  in  two  families  in  close 
communication  with  the  town.  The  first  case,  notified  in  May, 
was  removed  to  hospital  from  Clovenfords  and  was  not  followed 
by  others.  The  second  case,  also  notified  in  May,  occurred  in  a 
house  with  ample  accommodation  for  isolation,  and  at  the  wish 
of  the  parents  was  not  removed  to  hospital  It  however  was 
followed  by  another  case  in  the  same  family  on  13th  June  and  a 
third  on  30th  June. 

The  only  other  cases  were  three  in  one  family  in  the  Ettrick- 
haugh  district  in  August.  They  were  removed  to  hospital  and  no 
spead  of  infection  resulted. 

The  action  taken  was  on  the  customary  lines.  'I  he  County 
Inspector  and  his  assistant  made  22  visits  of  inquiry,  six  notices 
in  terms  of  Section  50  (2)  and  53  (2)  were  issued,  ten  intimations 
to  School  Boards,  or  teachers  were  made,  eleven  houses  and  nine 
sets  of  bedding  or  clothing  were  disinfected  or  destroyed. 

Phthisis 

Four  of  the  nine  cases  notified  in  1912  having  died  and  two 
having  been  transferred  to  other  districts,  there  were  three  on  the 
register  at  the  beginning  of  1913. 

In  the  latter  year  three  cases  were  notified,  making  a total  of 
six  on  the  register.  Of  these  two  died,  and  two  removed  to  other 
districts  (one  of  them  dying  shortly  after  removal),  leaving  two  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  measures  taken  for  the  prevention  of  the  disease  consisted 
in  the  disinfection  of  houses  and  clothing  after  deaths  had 
occurred  and  after  removals  from  houses.  Four  of  the  cases 
notified  in  1912  were  sent  to  sanatoria,  two  by  the  local  authority 
and  two  by  other  arrangement.  Of  these  one  died  in  October 
and  the  remainder  have  removed  from  the  county.  One  of  the 
three  cases  notified  in  1913  is  under  treatment  in  the  Meigle 
Sanatorium  at  the  cost  of  the  Insurance  Committee.  One 
removed  shortly  after  notification,  so  that  the  question  of  treat- 
ment did  not  rise,  and  the  third  patient  is  working  at  his  trade. 
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Preventive  measures  as  carried  out  up  to  the  present  are 
insufficient  to  meet  the  danger  of  patients  infecting  others,  owing 
to  their  lengthy  residence  at  home  and  in  the  absence  of  necessary 
precautions. 

Every  effort  has  been  and  is  being  made  by  the  various  author- 
ities concerned  to  provide  a scheme  calculated  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case  and  terminate  the  above  unsatisfactory 
conditions.  The  Public  Health  Committee,  the  County  Council, 
as  enlarged  by  the  inclusion  of  burghal  representatives,  and  the 
County  Insurance  Committee  have  held  numerous  meetings  and 
given  much  consideration  to  the  matter.  Lengthy  reports  on 
various  aspects  of  the  question  have  been  prepared  and  submitted 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  which,  as  they  are  in  print, 
further  reference  is  not  required.  As  a result  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  has  issued  an  Order  in  terms  of  Section  64  (3)  of  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  providing  for  a combination  of  the 
Counties  of  Berwick,  Haddington,  Linlithgow,  Midlothian, 
Peebles,  Roxburgh,  and  Selkirk,  for  the  provision  of  a Sana- 
torium. 

This  institution  will  be  in  Midlothian  and  the  use  of  five  beds 
will  be  made  available  to  Selkirkshire  including  the  rural  and 
burghal  areas.  The  Joint  Board  which  has  the  duty  of  providing 
and  managing  the  new  institution  and  on  which  the  Count)  and 
Burghs  of  Selkirkshire  are  represented  has  held  meetings  and  is 
engaged  with  the  necessary  arrangements. 

Provision  having  been  made  for  a sanatorium  where  the  best 
treatment  on  modern  lines  may  be  obtained,  the  question  of  pro- 
viding a dispensary  and  hospital  with  the  necessary  organisation 
for  supervising,  isolating,  and  treating  cases  locally  received  con- 
sideration. The  Dispensary  Committee  of  the  County  Council 
has  formulated  a scheme  that  it  is  believed  may  meet  local 
conditions  and  requirements  and  at  present  this  scheme  is  under 
consideration  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  the  National 
Insurance  Commissioners. 

Recommendations 

The  matters  specially  referred  to  in  the  last  Annual  Report  as 
requiring  attention  have  been  dealt  with. 


8 


The  unsatisfactory  outlet  for  drainage  from  Philiphaugh 
Cottages  and  School  has  been  replaced  with  a proper  sewer  and 
cesspool. 

In  has  been  decided  that  Clovenfords  is  to  be  formed  into  a 
Special  Drainage  District,  and  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
engaged  with  the  plans. 

Building  Byelaws  of  a simple  kind  have  been  adopted  and  will 
shortly  be  in  force,  as  soon  as  the  exact  terms  of  some  clauses 
have  been  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction  of  and  approved  by  the 
Local  Government  Board.  Their  value  depends  not  so  much  on 
the  nature  of  the  obligations  imposed  on  anyone  intending  to 
build  as  on  the  fact  that  plans  must  be  submitted  in  good  time 
to  the  local  authority,  which,  consisting  largely  of  practical  men, 
is  frequently  in  a position  to  make  suggestions  of  value  to  the 
builder  and  at  the  same  time  notice  and  prevent  mistakes  likely 
to  produce  nuisances  in  the  future. 

Town  Planning  Act 

Medical  Officers  are  this  year  requested  to  particularly  refer  to 
the  conditions  of  the  houses  of  the  working  classes  in  their 
reports,  doubtless  with  a view  to  the  assistance  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  Housing.  Their  work  being  largely  in  relation 
to  defective  houses  it  is  natural  that  in  their  reports  good  houses 
receive  but  scanty  notice,  and  one  might  imagine  from  the 
general  tenor  of  such  documents  that  the  majority  of  dwellings 
must  be  seriously  in  need  of  attention. 

First,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  last  annual  report  in  which 
it  is  shown  that  according  to  the  Census  return  the  working 
classes  in  rural  Selkirkshire  have  more  accommodation  that  the 
same  classes  have  in  the  Border  Burghs. 

Secondly,  it  must  be  understood  that  a proprietor  when  letting 
a farm  according  to  local  custom  undertakes  to  provide  houses 
for  the  accommodation  of  as  many  families  as  are  necessary  to 
provide  a sufficient  number  of  workers  for  the  farm. 

The  farm  servants  pay  no  rent,  the  cottages  being  provided  as 
part  of  their  wages. 
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Farm  servants  are  not  too  plenliful  and  their  wages  are  at 
present  rising,  and  if  the  cottages  on  any  farm  are  below  what 
they  may  consider  a standard  of  comfort  they  are  under  no 
obligation  to  engage  with  the  farmer.  He  again,  if  he  has  diffi- 
culty in  finding  servants  owing  to  the  poor  accommodation 
provided,  has  no  hesitation  in  bringing  pressure  to  bear  on  his 
landlord  to  make  any  necessary  improvements. 

As  a result  of  the  above  economic  conditions  cottages  are 
generally  of  a good  class,  and  many  of  them,  particularly  those 
of  estate  servants,  are  altogether  better  than  a proprietor  could 
be  compelled  to  provide  under  the  public  health  laws. 

Since  the  Local  Government  Act  of  1887  came  into  force  there 
has  been  in  action  a steady  process  of  removal  of  defects  and  the 
worst  houses  are  being  eliminated. 

Perhaps  the  commoi  est  defect  found  consists  in  deficifent 
means  for  the  removal  of  slop  water  and  liquid  refuse.  This 
however  is  capable  of  being  remedied  by  the  provision  of  a 
proper  drain. 

Another  common  defect  is  damp,  and  this  is  largely  due  to  the 
kind  of  stone  available  for  building  purposes,  the  local  stone  being 
of  an  absorbent  nature,  and  is  not  so  easily  remedied.  Still,  by 
laying  floors  of  cement,  clearing  away  earth  from  foundations, 
pointing  with  cement,  and  providing  rhones,  Sic.,  much  improve- 
ment may  be  effected. 

It  is  perhaps  more  important  that  a steady  process  of  improve- 
ment should  be  maintained  than  that  any  sudden  effort  should  be 
made  for  the  wholesale  modernisation  of  dwellings,  because  we 
have  experience  in  the  matter  of  providing  privies  and  other 
things  that  shows  there  is  little  to  be  gained  in  adding  conveni- 
ences to  houses  at  a more  rapid  rate  than  the  occupiers  advance 
in  their  ideas  as  to  the  proper  way  of  living  in  them. 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES, 
WORKPLACES,  AND  HOMEWORK. 


Factories, 
Workshops,  - 
Workplaces,  - 


I—  INSPECTION. 


Inspections. 

3 
1 1 
o 


Number  of — 
Written  Notices, 
o 
o 
o 


Prosecutions. 

o 

o 

o 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

None. 


3.— HOME  WORK. 

None. 


4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops,  - - II 

Bakehouses,  o 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — None. 


M.  J.  OLIVER,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers). 


COUNTY  OF  SELKIRK.  Year  1913. 


c/i 

a 

0 

< 

Age. 

Causes  of  Death. 

< 

1 

1 

5 

10 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

75 

*Enteric  Fever 

Typhus  Fever  ... 
Small-pox 

‘Measles 

‘Scarlet  Fever  ... 
‘Whooping  cough 
♦Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis,  Pulmonary  Tuber- 

culosis 

2 

I 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 
Rheumatic  Fever 

4 

1 

2 

I 

I 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

2 

I 

I 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

3 

I 

1 

I 

Organs 

2 

1 

I 

‘Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  (under 

2 years) 

Appendicitis  and  'I  yphlitis  ... 
All  Liver  Diseases  (not  Malig- 

1 

I 

nant) 

2 

I 

I 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive 

System  (under  2 years)  ... 
Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

2 

I 

I 

of  Pregnancy  & Parturition 
Congenitial  Debility  and  Mai- 

formation,  including  Pre- 
mature Birth 

3 

3 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

2 

1 

I 

Suicide 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  Ill-Defined  or  Un- 

‘9 

I 

2 

I 

I 

8 

6 

known 

Total 

46 

4 

I 

I 

I 

6 

n 

J 

4 

17 
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COUNTY  OF  SELKIRK,  Year  1913. 


Population — Census  1911,  4184.  Population  (Estimated  to  middle 

of  Year)  4057. 


NUMBERS. 

Births  (Corrected  for  Transcripts)  

70 

Do.  Illegitimate  ( do.  ) ... 

6 

Marriages  (Uncorrected)  

12 

Deaths  ( do.  ) 

44 

Do.  Transferred  Out  ... 

2 

Do.  do.  In  

4 

Do.  (Corrected)  Both  Sexes  ... 

46 

Do.  ( do.  ) Males.. 

23 

Do.  ( do.  ) , Females  

23 

RATES  PER  1000  OF  ESTIMATED  POPULATION. 

Birth  rate  (Corrected  for  Transcripts)  

17-3 

Marriage-rate  (Uncorrected) 

30 

Death-rate — All  Causes  ( do.  ) 

io.s 

Do.  do.  (Corrected  for  Transfers) 

1 1.3 

Do.  do.  (Corrected  for  Transfers  and  Ad- 

justed  for  Age  and  Sex  Distribution)... 

”•3 

Do.  — Phthisis  (Corrected  for  Transfers) 

o-5 

Do.  — All  Tuberculosis  ( do.  ) 

o-5 

Do.  — Principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ( do.  ) 

0.0 

(Those  Asterisked  below. ) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  of  Children  of  under  One 

Year  per  1000  Births),  corrected — S7 

Illegitimate  Rate  (Illegitimate  Births  per  100  Total  Births),  corrected  for 
Transcripts — S.6 


County  of  Selkirk. 


TWENTY  THIRD 

Annual  Report 

UPON  THE 

Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County, 

19  13, 


BY  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


County  Buildings,  Selkirk. 
jist  March , T914. 

TO  THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  FOR 
SCOTLAND,  AND  THE  CONVENER 
AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNTY 
COUNCIL  OF  SELKIRK. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

As  required  by  the  Regulations  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  I beg  to  submit  for  your  consider 
ation  my  twenty-third  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  County  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1913,  in 
the  manner  prescribed. 

I am, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  B ARTIE. 


Report  1913. 


In  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  the  following  report  is  submitted,  arranged  in  the  manner 
required 

(a)  A General  Account  of  the  Sanitary  state  of  the  District  as  regards 
water  supply,  drainage,  scavenging,  nuisances,  &c.,  together 
with  any  suggestions  for  its  improvement. 

Water  Supply 

Considerable  inconvenience  was  caused  in  several  places 
during  the  past  summer  through  the  failure  of  the  usual  sources 
of  supply.  This  was  the  case  at  Yarrow  Feus  where  water  had 
to  be  carried  up  from  the  river  when  the  springs  failed.  The 
only  formal  complaint  was  from  a house  on  Yair  estate,  but  as 
an  abundant  gravitation  supply  was  available  at  no  great  distance 
from  the  house  it  was  not  considered  necessary  after  intimation 
had  been  sent  to  the  agents  to  take  further  action. 

The  gravitation  supplies  for  Clovenfords,  and  forEttrick  Bridge, 
and  also  that  from  Philiphaugh  which  supplies  Bridge  Street, 
Cannon  Street,  and  neighbourhood,  still  continue  to  give  satis- 
faction. 

At  Whitmuirhall  a well  has  been  sunk  and  a pumping  engine 
provided  to  supplement  the  supply  for  the  mansion  house  and 
provide  a supply  for  the  steading  at  the  home  farm  at  Whitmuir. 

Drainage. 

The  drains  at  Manorhill  have  been  overhauled  and  alterations 
for  improving  the  same  made,  and  new  drains  laid  at  the  stables, 
all  were  smoke-tested  before  being  covered  in. 

A new  drainage  outlet  and  intercepting  tank  have  been  pro- 
vided for  Philiphaugh  farm  cottages  and  Selkirk  (Landward) 
School  and  school-house,  which  formerly  drained  directly  into 
Philip  Burn.  Automatic  flushing  closets  have  been  provided  at 
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the  school  and  new  drains  where  required.  The  old  pipe  drains 
for  the  farm  cottages  have  Leen  lifted  and  new  drains  substituted. 
These  were  laid  at  improved  gradients,  for  which  provision  was 
made  in  the  levels  of  the  new  outlet  drain.  All  the  new  drains 
were  smoke-tested. 

With  regard  to  the  want  of  proper  drainage  at  Clovenfords,  it 
has  been  resolved  to  form  a special  Drainage  District,  and  pro- 
vide a proper  drainage  scheme  for  the  village  and  thus  abate  the 
nuisance  at  present  caused  by  the  discharge  of  sewage  in  the  burn. 
Instructions  have  been  given  for  the  preparation  of  the  necessary 
plans  being  proceeded  with. 

Scavenging 

Ettrickhaugh  is  the  only  scavenging  district  in  the  County. 
The  refuse  is  removed  three  times  each  week  on  the  mornings 
of  Tuesday,  Thursday,  and  Saturday.  This  arrangement  is  still 
found  to  give  satisfaction. 

Nuisances,  <Sc- 

Under  this  heading  there  is  nothing  calling  for  particular 
notice.  All  complaints  have  been  removed  on  personal  request, 
or  on  receipt  of  intimation. 

(b)  An  Account  of  his  general  inspections,  and  of  any  special 
inspections  or  inquiries,  including  the  supervision  of  Slaughter- 
houses and  other  offensive  trades,  and  the  sanitary  condition 
of  Schools  and  of  Factories  and  Workshops. 

General  Inspections  were  made  from  time  to  time  for  the 
discovery  and  removal  of  nuisances,  and  visits  of  inquiry  in  con- 
nection with  all  complaints,  and  in  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
were  made. 

Bridge  Street  and  Cannon  Street.  — The  unsatisfactory 
condition  of  these  streets  which  are  situated  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  town  of  Selkirk,  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  has 
long  been  the  cause  of  complaint.  As  previously  reported,  they 
have  never  been  properly  made,  and  in  wet  weather  become  so 
muddy  and  foul  as  to  be  extremely  offensive.  It  is  now  resolved 
by  the  County  Council,  as  the  streets  referred  to  are  within  the 
Ettrickhaugh  Scavenging  District,  to  take  action  under  sec.  39  of 
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the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897,  to  order  the  respective 
owners  of  the  premises  fronting,  adjoining,  or  abutting  on  such 
street  or  footway  or  parts  thereof  to  have  the  same  “ levelled, 
macadamised,  paved,  channelled  and  made  good.”  Plans  and 
sections  have  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  the  feuing  plan 
for  the  carrying  out  of  these  works. 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  or  other  offensive  trades  carried 
on  within  the  County.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  is 
good,  and  nothing  objectionable  found  in  the  sanitary  condition 
of  factories  or  workshops. 

Special  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  all  com- 
plaints, and  cases  of  notified  disease.  The  cases  notified  during 
the  year  numbered  11,  of  these  5 were  treated  in  the  Hospital 
and  one  of  the  consumptive  patients  is  being  treated  in  Meigle 
Sanitorium. 

Four  of  the  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  Caddonfoot  parish, 
and  three  in  Selkirk  parish  ; one  case  of  erysipelas  in  Kirkhope; 
and  three  cases  of  phthisis  in  Selkirk  parish. 

The  appended  table  gives  details  relating  to  houses  in  which 
cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred. 

Inspections  have  also  been  made  of  17  houses  in  connection 
with  the  Housing,  Town  Planing,  &c.,  Act,  1909.  While  some 
defects  have  been  found  the  general  condition  is  good,  and  where 
defects  exist  improvement  still  continues  to  be  made.  There  is 
a demand  for  houses  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Selkirk 
for  the  families  of  men  employed  in  the  town  where  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  working  class  houses  they  are  unable  to  find  suitable 
accommodation. 

In  the  country  districts  the  supply  of  such  houses  appears  to 
be  quite  equal  to  the  demand. 

( c ) .  An  account  of  the  condition  of  Common  Lodging-Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  County  Authorities. 

(d)  An  account  of  the  condition  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milkshops. 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  register  at  1st  January,  1913, 
was  14;  one  has  been  removed  from  the  list  during  the  year. 
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The  cows  kept  number  368.  The  cowsheds  and  other  premises 
connected  with  the  dairies  have  been  inspected  periodically  and 
any  defects  found  have  been  rectified  on  attention  being  drawn  to 
the  matter.  The  tenant  in  South  Common  farm  has  given  up 
business  as  a dairyman. 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  makes  a systematic  inspection  of 
dairy  cows. 

( e) .  An  account  of  the  condition  of  the  Burial  Grounds. 

The  burial  grounds  all  appear  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

(f)  An  account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Acts. 

All  the  samples  taken  were  found  on  analysis  to  be  genuine. 

(,§-)  An  Account  of  any  proceedings  under  the  Rag  Flock  Act,  1911. 

There  is  no  business  of  this  nature  carried  on  in  the  County. 

(h)  A statement  in  such  form  as  the  Local  Government  Board  may 
from  time  to  time  direct,  of  his  proceedings  during  the  year. 

A statement  in  the  form  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  of  proceedings  during  the  year  is  appended  to  this  report. 
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Z IT. 
9 S' 


§ o 
5 5 

V.  ft 


Satisfactory'. 


Defective. 


B.  i. 

t/J 


Satisfactory. 


Defective. 


;C 

H.  * 
a e: 
re 


No  Drain. 


o 


Satisfactory'. 


O 


Defective. 


■t*  I N 


Satisfactory'. 


Offensive. 


<_ 

re" 


Without  W.C.  or  Privy 
Accommodation. 


•~j  ta 


M 


OO 


Inoffensive. 


Offensive. 
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Cases  in  which  Disinfec- 
tion was  carried  out. 


TABLE.  — INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Tabular  Statement  showing  the  details  relating  to  Houses  in  which  cases  occurred. 
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COUNTY  OF  SELKIRK. 


Statement  by  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Proceedings  under 
the  Public  Health  and  other  Acts  during  1913. 

Number. 

Subordinate  Sanitary  Inspectors  employed,  ...  1 

I. — Nuisances. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Intimations  served  under  Sec.  19  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Notices  served  under  Sec.  20 
Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken, 

Do.  do.  do.  successful, 


//.  — Workshops. 

Inspections,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Notices  served  under  Sec.  2 (3)  of  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901, 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  w'ere  taken, 

Do.  do.  do.  successful, 

III. — Tents  and  Vans. 

Inspections,  ...  6 

IV.  — Underground  Dwellings. 

Reported  to  Local  Authority 
Notices  to  Owners  (Sec.  74) 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
Do.  do.  do.  successful 


V.—  Common  Lodging-houses. 

On  Register  at  1st  January,  1 9 1 3, 

Registered  during  year  (not  to  include  renewals), 

Renewals  of  Registration 
Removed  from  Register, 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1913 

Common  Lodging-Houses  belonging  to  the  Local  Authority 
Inspections  between  8 a.m.  and  10  P.M., 

Inspections  between  10  p.M.  and  8 a.m., 

Intimations  of  Irregularities  sent  to  Keepers, 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  Medical  Officer  (Sec.  97) 
Unregistered  Premises  dealt  with, 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  (breaches  of  bye-laws, &c.) 
Do.  do.  do.  successful, 


None 

in 

County 


VI.  — Houses  Let  in  Lodgings 
On  Register  at  1st  January,  1913 
Registered  during  year 
Removed  from  Register 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1913  ...  

Inspections 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
Do.  do.  do.  successful 


None 
. regis- 
tered. 
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VII.  — Infectious  Diseases. 

Visits  of  Inquiry,  &c.,  ...  

* Patients  removed  to  Hospital,  ...  ...  

Persons  removed  to  House  of  Reception  

Notices  served  under  Sec.  50  (2h 
Notices  served  under  Sec.  53  (2)) 

Intimations  to  School  Boards,  Teachers,  &c. 

Houses  or  Premises  Disinfected,  

Sets  of  Clothing,  Bedding,  &c.,  Disinfected  or  Destroyed, 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  

Do.  do.  do.  successful, 

VIII— Burials. 

Burials  undertaken  in  terms  of  Section  69,  


22 

4 

6 

10 

12 
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IX. — Dairies , Cowsheds,  and  Milks  hops. 


On  Register  at  1st  January,  1913,  

Registered  during  year,  

14 

Removed  from  Register,  ...  

1 

On  Register  at  31st  December,  1913,  

13 

Inspections, 

35 

Cows  in  Cowsheds  (Byres)  

368 

Contraventions  of  Orders  or  Regulations  dealt  with 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken,  

Do.  do.  do.  successful, 

2 

X. — Slaughter-Houses  and  Offensive  Trades. 


Applications  under  Sec.  32  for  sanction  to  establish 

Applications  granted  ...  

Applications  under  Sec.  33  for  Licence  or  Renewal  of  Licence 
Applications  granted 

Public  Slaughter-houses  (if  any)  belonging  to  Local  Authority, 

Private  Slaughter-Houses  ...  ...  

Unlicensed  Slaughter-Houses  dealt  with  

Inspections  of  Slaughter-Houses 

Inspections  of  other  Offensive  Businesses 

fNumber  of  such  (other)  Offensive  Businesses  at  31st  Dec-,  1913 
Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  (breaches  of  bye-laws, 
&c. ) 

Do.  do.  do.  successful, 


None 
l in 
County 
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*Only  those  removals  in  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  personally,  or  by 
his  assistants,  taken  part  should  be  inserted. 

+ State  on  fourth  page  hereof  nature  of  such  offensive  businesses  and  number 
of  each. 


XI. — Unsound  Food.*  ( see  Table  appended ) 

Inspections  under  Section  43  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  ..  8 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food 

Animals,  or  Carcases,  or  Articles  of  Food  Destroyed  with  Owner’s 
Consent,  by,  or  at  the  instance  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
Cases  in  which  owners  of  Unsound  Food  were  prosecuted 
Convictions  in  connection  with  above  cases 

XII. — Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts.] 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis,  ...  ...  . ..  . ...  8 

Certified  to  be  genuine,  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ..  8 

Certified  to  be  adulterated, 

Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken 
Do.  do.  do.  successful, 

XIII. — Rag  Flock  Act,  ign.\ 

Samples  procured  for  Analysis 
Certified  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard 
Certified  not  to  conform  to  Board’s  standard 
Cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  w'ere  taken 
Do.  do.  do.  successful 

XI V.  — Bye-laws 

Inspections  in  carrying  out  bye-laws  relating  to— 

(a)  Pigstyes 

(b)  Public  Conveyances 
(r)  Buildings 

(d)  Cleansing  in  Special  Scavenging  Districts  ...  ...  ...  52 

(e)  Other  Sanitary  matters...  ...  ...  ...  ■ 61 


28th  March,  1914. 


JAMES  BARTIE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


* Only  those  inspections  and  seizures  in  which  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has 
personally  taken  part  should  be  inserted.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
requested  to  give  on  the  fly-leaf  a statement  of  the  nature  and 
quantities  (or  weights)  of  the  foods  seized — distinguishing  butcher- 
meat,  fish,  fruit,  &c. 


+ Only  those  samples  which  have  been  procured  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
personally,  or  by  his  deputies,  should  be  inserted  here,  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  is  requested  to  give  on  the  fourth  page  hereof  a 
statement  of  the  articles  analysed: — Milk,  butler,  pepper,  &c. 


Statement  of  the  articles  Analysed. 

4 Samples  of  Sweet  Milk  ...  Genuine. 

1 ,,  ,,  Salt  Butter  ...  . ..  ,, 

1 ,,  ,,  Cheese  ...  >> 

1 ,,  ,,  Pepper  ...  ...  ...  ,, 

1 ,,  ,,  Baking  Soda  ...  . , 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Carcases  Entirely  or  Partially  Destroyed. 


Disease. 

Cattle. 

Sheep 

Swine. 

Total. 

Entire 

Partial 

Entire 

Partial 

Entire 

Partial 

Entire  Partial 

Weight 

Tuberculosis 

Other  diseases(specify) 

Totals  

OTHER  ARTICLES  OF  FOOD  DESTROYED. 


Articles. 


Where  Seized 


Quantities  or  Weight 


s Reasons  for  Seizure 


